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SPEAKING IN

T_NGUES

A SIGN

TheChurch of God (7" Day) acceptstheultimateauthority
of the Word of God and concludes that “ Speaking in
Tongues’ or the* Gift of Tongues’ refersto asupernatural
ability (miracle) for apersonto spesk inforeignlanguages
they have never studied. This miracle is a divinely
bestowed gift of the Holy Spirit. “For tooneisgiven by
the Spirit the word of wisdom,; to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit; To another faith by the
same Spirit; to another the gifts of healing by the same
Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to
another divers kinds of tongues; to another the
interpretation of tongues.” (1 Corinthians12:8-10)

There are incidences in the New Testament where
“gpeaking intongues’ wasfor aspecial purposeand a
significant signor implication. Thesecond chapter inthe
book of Actsdescribesthefirst episode during the Jewish
festival of Pentecost, where Jesus' apostlesreceived the
Holy Spirit and the gift of speakingin diversetongues.

Pentecost occurred on thefiftieth day after Passover and
celebrated thenew harvest of grains, typically barley and
wheat. Verses1-11 givesadetailed overview of events,
but notice: “Andthey weredl filled withthe Holy Ghosg,
and began to speak with other tongues, asthe Spirit gave
them utterance. Andthereweredwelling at Jerusalem
Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.

Now when thiswas noised abroad, the multitude came
together, and were confounded, because that every man
heard them speak in hisownlanguage. Andthey weredl
amazed and marvelled, saying oneto another, Behold,
arenot all these which speak Galilaeans? And how hear
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weevery maninour owntongue, whereinwewereborn?’
(Acts2:4-8)

“Speakingintongues’ a Pentecost provided severd signs
andimplications, induding:

It confirmed Jesus' wordsthat the Apostleswould
receivetheHoly Spirit and specid giftstoglorify God's
nametoal nations. (seeActs1:8)

The“gift of tongues’ allowed the Gospel to be
spread to al nationsand bring believers closer together.
“Thenthey that gladly received hisword were baptized:
and thesameday therewere added unto them about three
thousand souls.” (Acts2:41)

This supernatural manifestation validated the
Apostles authority and the Gospel messageto Jewish
disciples.

Another incident recorded inthe New Testament, where
“gpeakingintongues’ occurred, wasduring theconversion
of Cornelius, aRoman Centurionintheltalian Regiment.
Thebackground and detail s of thisepisode are provided
in Acts10:1 through Acts11:18. But notice:

“While Peter yet spake thesewords, the Holy Ghost fell
on all them which heard the word. And they of the
circumcisionwhich believed were astonished, asmany as
camewith Peter, becausethat on the Gentilesalsowas
poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard
them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then
answered Peter, Can any man forbid water, that these
should not be baptized, which havereceived the Holy
Ghost aswell aswe?’ Acts10:44-47
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Signsandimplications:

The Holy Spirit descended on the assembled
Gentiles as God had done to the Apostles on
Pentecodt. The*gift of tongues’ wasgiventothem
aswdll.

The “gift of tongues” convinced Peter’s
accompanying Jewish delegation and later the
Church headquarters in Jerusalem to accept
Gentilesintofelowship.

God used “tongues’ to overcome human prejudice
and openthe Gentilemission.

Experiencing“ speskingintongues’ at Corndius
conversion has been called the Pentecost of the
Gentiles.

Thethird and last“ speaking intongues’ event recordedin
the Book of Actswas during the rebaptism of adozen
Jewish Convertsand disciples of John the Baptist, not
Jesus. They lived in Ephesus, the capital city of Asia
province of the Roman Empire; asignificant center of trade,
located near amajor harbor and had many connecting
roadsthroughout AsaMinor. (now part of Turkey).

On amissionary trip to Ephesus, Paul met with this
questionablereligious sect and learned: “He (Paul) said
unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost sinceye
believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much
as heard whether therebe any Holy Ghost. And hesaid
unto them, Unto what then wereye baptized? Andthey
said, Unto John’sbaptism. Then said Paul, John verily
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the
people, that they should believe on himwhich should come
after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” (Acts19:2-4)

Hereiswherethe* gift of tongues’ isreceived: “When
they heard this, they were baptized inthenameof theLord
Jesus. And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the
Holy Ghost came onthem; and they spake with tongues,
and prophesied.” (Acts19:5-6)

Signsandimplications:

Thisisthefirst occasionof “laying onwith hands’
in prayer for receipt of the Holy Spirit. Today,
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our Church’s Baptism guidelinesinclude this
procedure.

Paul was convinced that thedisciplesbdievedin
Jesusand accepted Him astheir Savior.
Thereceipt of the Holy Spirit coming upon these
menwith giftsvaidated Paul’smessage.
The"gift of tongues’ overcame humanresistance
and prejudiceat Ephesus, just asin Caesareaand
Jerusdlem.

I would liketo believethat these examplesof “ speaking
intongues’ further soread the Gospe worldwidewiththe
use of their gift. But | cannot be sure. Other thanthe
Apostlesat Pentecost, the Bible doesnot tell how or what
happened with thisbestowed miracle. Wedo know this
supernaturd gift provided vauablesignsfor thoseinvolved
inthesehistoric eventsand our edification today.

1. Angelswerecreated asspiritua beingsby theLord
sometimebefore Eve' sinteractionwith* that old serpent,
caledtheDevil” (Rev. 12:9). AlthoughAngelshaveno
physical bodies, they cantakeon different forms, including
human-like appearances or unusua and frightening
features (described but not seen).

“For by himwereall things created, that arein heaven,
andthat arein earth, visibleand invisible, whether they
be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers. al
thingswere created by him, and for him:” (Colossians
1:16)

2. Angels have free will. Most are depicted as
righteousintermediate entitiesbetween God and humanity,
serving asmessengers, protectors, and guides. However,
some angels, like Satan, have chosen to disobey God
and becomefalenangels(demons).

3. Angdsarenot omnipresent. UnlikeGod, whois
omnipresent (inal placesat all timesand everywhereat
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once), angelsarefinite creaturesand can only bein one
placeat atime. Thislimitationisevidentin Daniel 10:12-
14, wherean angd tellsDanid that Michael, another chief
prince, came to help him after he was delayed for 21
dayshy thesatanic spiritua princeof thePersankingdom.

4. Angelshaveahierarchical structure: TheBible
mentionsdifferent typesof angds, suchassergphim (Isaiah
6:1-8), cherubim (Genesis 3:24, Ezekidl 10:20-22), and
archangd Michad (Jude1:9). Thissuggestsahierarchica
structure among angels, with different ranks and
responsibilities. Humanity ranks*“alittlelower than the
angels’. (seeHebrews2:6-7)

5. Angelscan fly: The Bible describes angels as
havingtheability tofly. InDanid 9:21, Gabrid comesto
Daniel by “being caused tofly swiftly” about thetime of
theevening sacrifice. Similarly, Revelation 14:6 mentions
anange flying throughthesky: “ And | saw another angel
fly inthemidst of heaven, having theeverlasting gospd to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,”

6. Angelsarenot to beworshiped. While humans
may mistakeangelsfor God and attempt toworship them,
angels themselves rgject this and instruct humans to
worship God aone. Johnreveasin Revelation 19:10:
“And| fell at hisfeet toworship him. And hesaid unto
me, See thoudoit not: | anthy fellowservant, and of thy
brethren that have thetestimony of Jesus. worship God:
for thetestimony of Jesusisthespirit of prophecy.”

7. Angelsare numerous. The Bible describesan
incalculable number of angels, with Psalm 68:17
mentioning: “The chariots of God are twenty
thousand, even thousandsof angels” Hebrews12:22 aso
pesksof “ aninnumerablecompany of angels,” inajoyful
assembly. Revelation 5:11 says: “And | beheld, and |
heard the voice of many angelsround about thethrone
and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them
wasten thousand timesten thousand, and thousands of
thousands,”

Thesefactsprovideaglimpseinto the nature and role of

angdsintheBible, highlighting their limitations, abilities,
and rel ationshipswith God and humanity.
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Themerciesof God that greet usin the morning could
never be numbered. They may be morethanthestarsin
heaven or the sand on the seashore. They follow usday
by day and keep usthroughout the night. That iswhy
when therewas only one set of footprintsonthesand, a
certainindividua supposedly asked Jesus, why Heleft
himwhen hewasin dire need and could not walk. Jesus
told himthat waswhen HewascarryinghiminHisarms.
In the Scripturesarerecorded many miraclesperformed
by Jesus, through His Father, and the disciples did the
samewhen Jesuswasnot there. Eventoday many miracles
aredtill being performed when necessary. By themercies
of God theblind receivetheir sight, thelamewalk, the
lepersare cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead areraised up,
and the poor have the Gospel preached to them (see
Matthew 11:5). How al thesethingswere donein Jesus
days can be donetoday becausetheLord JesusChristis
the sameyesterday, and today, and for ever. Many of us
werehealed from different allments.

The mercies of God are so infinite that we cannot
fathom how lovingly He helpsusto maneuver situations
and crisesthat befall us. At timeswe can simply stand
back and say, "Wow!" only Almighty God can do such
and such things. When welook at the children of Israel
when they were by the Red Sea, the wildernesswason
oneside, the Philistines on another, the Red Seaon an-
other side, and the Egyptianswere pursuing, o God chose
to part the Red Seamiraculously so that many might see
and honour Hiswonderful name. Although theland of the
Philistineswascloser, God didn't want the | sradlitesto be
in battle because the people might repent and return to
Egypt, although He could make them win battles any-
whereand in any situation. Crossing over the Red Seaon
dry ground would seemimpossibleto man, but God made
it remarkably possible. " And when Pharaoh drew nigh,
thechildren of Isradl lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the
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Egyptiansmarched after them; and they were soreafraid:
and the children of Israel cried unto the LORD...And
M oses said unto the people, Fear yenot, stand till, and
seethe salvation of the LORD, which hewill shew toyou
today: for the Egyptianswhom ye have seento day, ye
shall seethem again no morefor ever. The LORD shall
fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace" (Exodus
14:10,13-14).

Almighty God's mercies and compassion are over-
whel ming towardsHispeople. Those peoplearethe apple
of Hiseye as mentioned in the book of Deuteronomy.
"For theLORD'Sportionishispeople; Jacobisthelot of
hisinheritance. Hefound himinadesert land, and inthe
waste howling wilderness; heled him about, heinstructed
him, he kept him as the apple of hiseye. Asan eagle
stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over her young, spreadeth
abroad her wings, taketh them, beareththem on her wings:
SotheLORD aonedidlead him..." When anyonetouches
the apple of God's eye, as Jesus said, when someone
offendsachild of God, it werebetter that amillstonebe
hanged about hisneck, and that he were drowned inthe
depth of the sea. So herewe seethat the Egyptianswere
drowned in the depth of the sea, because they wanted to
bring back the children of I1sragl tolabour with rigour for
them, but God said, No! not ever again. "And Moses
stretched out hishand over the sea; and the LORD caused
theseato go back by astrong east wind al that night, and
madethe seadry land, and thewatersweredivided. And
thechildren of Israel went into the midst of the seaupon
thedry ground: and thewaterswereawall unto themon
their right hand, and on their Ieft. And the Egyptians pur-
sued, and went in after them tothemidst of the sea, even
all Pharaoh'shorses, hischariots, and hishorsemen...And
Moses stretched forth hishand over the seg, and the sea
returned to hisstrength when the morning appeared; and
the Egyptiansfled against it; and the LORD overthrew
the Egyptiansinthemidst of thesed" (Deuteronomy 32:9-
12, first part; Exodus 14:21-23,27).

Also God showed great mercy uponthechildren of Israel
when the Egyptians pursued after them, and they were
left stranded by the Red Sea. He sent an angel to guard
them sothat it wastotal darknessto the Egyptians, but it
waslight inthenight for thechildren of Isragl. "Andthe
angel of God, whichwent beforethe camp of Isradl, re-
moved and went behind them; and the pillar of the cloud
went from beforetheir face, and stood behind them: And
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it came between the camp of the Egyptiansand the camp
of Israel; and it wasacloud and darknessto them, but it
gavelight by night to these: so that the one came not near
theother all thenight” (Exodus 14:19-20).

After Saul did much evil to the people of God and had
gottenlettersfrom thehigh priest tobound al that call on
the name of Jesuswho worshipped intheright and true
way, God'smercieswereupon him and the L ord rebuked
himfor doing such. Thus, after hewasconverted and was
preaching and teaching thetrue doctrineof Christ, many
Phariseesand Sadduceeswere againgt him, but ashe con-
tinued reasoning withthemwefind, "Andwhentherearose
agreat dissension, thechief captain, fearing lest Paul
should have been pulled in pieces of them, commanded
the soldiersto go down, and to take him by forcefrom
among them, and to bring him into the castle. And the
night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of
good cheer, Paul: for asthou hast testified of mein Jerusa:
lem, so must thou bear withessaso at Rome™ (Acts23:10-
11).

AstheLordtold him how great things he must suffer
for Hisname, yet through the great mercies of God he
wasdelivered fromthemall. Hewent through perilsev-
erywherehewent but cameout of themmiraculoudy. "And
when it was day, certain of the Jews banded together,
and bound themsel ves under acurse, saying that they
would neither eat nor drink till they had killed Paul...And
when Paul's sister's son heard of their lyinginwait, he
went and entered into the castle, and told Paul... Then the
chief captain took him by the hand, and went with him
asideprivately, and asked him, What isthat thou hast to
tell me? And he said, The Jews have agreed to desire
theethat thou wouldest bring down Paul to morrow into
the council, asthough they would enquire somewhat of
him more perfectly. But do not thou yield unto them:..."
We see here the young man was able to speak unto the
chief cagptainwithout an gppoi ntment. Weknow that with-
out an appointment one cannot go into thosein authority,
but only when God's mercies be upon them then certain
things can be accomplished. Whenwelook at the entou-
rage that had to accompany Paul to the Governor, we
can only concludethat it wasthe hand of Almighty God
that was|eading such acompany. " So the chief captain
thenlet theyoung man depart, and charged him, Seethou
tell no man that thou hast shewed these thingstome. And
he called unto him two centurions, saying, Make ready
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two hundred soldiersto go to Caesarea, and horsemen
threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred, at the
third hour of the night; And providethem beasts, that they
may set Paul on, and bring him safe unto Felix thegover-
nor" (Acts23:12,16,19-21, first part,22-24).

We see herewhen God isfor usno man can be against
us, because despite the situation, although it may seem
impossiblewith men, it will alwaysbe remarkably pos-
siblewith God. In the book of Samuel we can seethat
"...thechild Samue grew on, and wasin favour bothwith
the LORD, and also with men." The Psalmist declared:
Themercies of God endurefor ever. But aschildren of
God we have to be obedient for God's mercies to be
upon us. Paul had to get an entourageto accompany him
because of that situation. But when Sennacherib, king of
Assyria, sent aletter to Hezekiah, king of Judah, claiming
hewas coming to war against him, and that no god can
save him, because no gods could deliver the other king-
domsfrom hishand, that Hezekiah should not deceive
the I sraelites that the God of heaven could and would
deliver them. But definitely the God of heaven canand
will deliver whenthetimeisright. And soHedid fight the
battlefor Isradl withonesingleangd. "And Hezekiahre-
ceived theletter of the hand of the messengers, and read
it: and Hezekiah went up into the house of the LORD,
and spread it beforethe LORD. And Hezekiah prayed
before the LORD, and said, O LORD God of Isradl,
which dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God,
even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth; thou
hast made heaven and earth. LORD, bow down thine
ear, and hear: open, LORD, thineeyes, and see: and hear
thewordsof Sennacherib, which hath sent himto reproach
theliving God. Of atruth, LORD, thekingsof Assyria
have destroyed the nationsand their lands, And have cast
their Godsinto thefire: for they were no gods, but the
work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they
have destroyed them. Now therefore, O LORD our God,
| beseech thee, savethou usout of hishand, that al the
kingdomsof the earth may know that thou art the LORD
God, even thou only...Therefore thus saith the LORD
concerning theking of Assyria, Heshall not comeintothis
city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come beforeit with
shield, nor cast abank againgt it. By theway that hecame,
by the same shall hereturn, and shall not comeintothis
city, saiththe LORD. For | will defend thiscity, to saveit,
for mineown sake, and for my servant David'ssake. And
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it cameto passthat night, that the angel of the LORD
went out, and smotein the camp of theAssyriansan hun-
dred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose
early inthemorning, behold, they wereall dead corpses.
So Sennacherib king of Assyriadeparted, and went and
returned, and dwelt at Nineveh. And it cameto pass, as
hewasworshippinginthe house of Nisroch hisgod, that
Adrammelech and Sharezer hissonssmotehimwiththe
sword:" (I Samuel 2:26; 11 Kings19:14-19,32-37, first
part).

Herewe seethemerciesof God were granted as spo-
ken by the Psalmist, declaring: " O givethanksunto the
LORD; for heisgood: for hismercy endurethfor ever...To
himwho donedoeth great wonders: for hismercy endureth
for ever" (Psalm 136:1,4). Let usall thank God for His
mercies. Amen.

My SinsAre Mortified!

| thought my sinswere on the cross,
For this, | truly tried;
But just the other day | learned
My heart wasfull of pride.

| hoped to put my "old man" down,
Andlet him bedenied;

I wanted himwith Christ, my Lord
To be, then, crucified.

But | could not doit on my own,
SotothelLordl cried;

He helped meovercome, and let

My sinsbemortified.
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GioNE S 4

In the Church, someone who isin authority should
never forcetheir authority upon another member inthe
Church. TheLord has set thingsup in the Church so that
members areto come under authority of their own voli-
tion. We seean exampleof thisinthebook of Gaatians,
chapter two, verses 11-14, where the Apostle Paul re-
buked the Apostle Peter for not setting the correct ex-
ample. "But when Peter was cometo Antioch, | with-
stood him to theface, because hewasto be blamed. For
beforethat certain camefrom James, hedid eat with the
Gentiles: but whenthey werecome, hewithdrew and sepa
rated himself, fearing them which were of the circumci-
sion. And the other Jewsdissembled likewisewith him;
insomuch that Barnabas alsowas carried awvay withtheir
dissimulation. But when | saw that they walked not up-
rightly according to the truth of the gospel, | said unto
Peter beforethemadl, If thou, being aJew, livest after the
manner of Gentiles, and not as do the Jews, why
compellest thou the Gentilesto live asdo the Jews?”'

The Apostle Peter apparently received this rebuke
fromtheApostle Paul, thereby putting himself under the
authority of Paul. Itisnot always an easy thing to put
yourself under the authority of someonewho hasmade
you mad, or with someone with whomyou may disagree.
Butitisthewill of theLord for usto voluntarily submit
ourselvesto His appointed authority. To not do soisto
rebel againgt theLord, Himsdlf.

Even husbands are not to force their authority upon
their wives. Yes, theApostle Paul writesthat thewifeisto
be subject to her own husband. Ephesians5:22-24 says.
"Wives, submit yoursel ves unto your own husbands, as
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unto the L ord. For the husband isthe head of thewife,

even as Christ isthe head of the church: and heisthe
saviour of the body. Therefore asthe church issubject
unto Christ, solet thewivesbeto their own husbandsin
every thing." Yet, verse 25 states: "Husbands, loveyour
wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave
himsdf forit". Christ never forced Hisauthority upon any-
one, much lessupon themembersof HisChurch.

King David wasan admirable example of not enforc-
ing hisauthority upon hissubjects. In1l Samuel 16:5-12
weseean exampleof this. "And when king David came
to Bahurim, behold, thence came out aman of thefamily
of thehhouse of Saul, whose namewas Shimei, the son of
Gera hecameforth, and cursed still ashecame. And he
cast sonesat David, and at all the servantsof king David:
and d| the peopleand al themighty menwereonhisright
hand and on hisleft. And thussaid Shime when hecursed,
Comeout, come out, thou bloody man, and thou man of
Belial: The LORD hath returned upon theeall the blood
of the house of Saul, in whose stead thou hast reigned,;
andthe LORD hath delivered thekingdom into the hand
of Absalom thy son: and, behold, thou art taken in thy
mischief, becausethou art abloody man. ThensaidAbishai
the son of Zeruiah unto the king, Why should thisdead
dog cursemy lord theking?let mego over, | pray thee,
and take off hishead. And theking said, What havel to
do with you, ye sons of Zeruiah? so let him curse, be-
causethe LORD hath said unto him, Curse David. Who
shall then say, Wherefore hast thou done so? And David
saidtoAbishai, andto al hisservants, Behold, my son,
which cameforth of my bowels, seeketh my life: how
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much more now may thisBenjamitedoit?let himalone,
and let him curse; for the LORD hath bidden him. It may
bethat the LORD will look on mineaffliction, and that the
LORD will requitemegood for hiscursing thisday."

King David had theright to punish Shimei for cursing
him, but David put the situation into the Lord's hands.
What atremendous examplefor us! So many timeswe
want to enforce our authority upon those under us, espe-
cially if they have hurt us. But weneedto let the Lord
handlethe situation, too.

Refusingto Submit toAuthority

Refusing to submit to authority causesasgtuation known
asacarna Chrigtian. A minister onetime preached that
thereisno suchthing asacarnal Christian. Hewent onto
say that apersoniseither aChristian or isnot, and there
canbeno"carnd" toit. However, in| Corinthians 3:1-10
weread differently. Theseversesread: "And|, brethren,
could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but asunto
carnal, even asunto babesin Christ. | havefed youwith
milk, and not with meat: for hitherto yewerenot ableto
bear it, neither yet now areyeable. For yeareyet carnal:
for whereasthereisamong you envying, and strife, and
divisions, areyenot carnal, and walk asmen?For while
onesaith, | am of Paul; and another, | am of Apollos; are
yenot carnd ?WhothenisPaul, and who isApollos, but
ministersby whomyebelieved, even astheLord gaveto
every man?| have planted, Apolloswatered; but God
gavetheincrease. So then neither ishethat planteth any
thing, neither hethat watereth; but God that giveth the
increase. Now hethat planteth and hethat watereth are
one: and every man shall receive hisown reward accord-
ing to hisown labour. For we arelabourerstogether with
God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building.
Accordingtothegraceof Godwhichisgivenuntome, as
awise masterbuilder, | havelaid thefoundation, and an-
other buildeth thereon. But let every man take heed how
hebuildeth thereupon.”

Theseversesdefinitely statethat not only istheresuch
athingasacarna Chrigtian, but theexamplegiven hereis
of Chrigtiansbeingin"envying, and strife, and divisons'
and walking asmen. Furthermore, inl Corinthians 1:10-
17 Paul admonishesthe brethren not to have such divi-
sions. "Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the samething, and
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that there be no divisionsamong you; but that ye be per-
fectly joined together in the samemind and in the same
judgment. For it hath been declared unto me of you, my
brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that
there are contentions among you. Now this| say, that
every oneof you saith, | amof Paul; and | of Apollos; and
| of Cephas; and | of Christ. IsChrist divided?was Paul
crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of
Paul?1 thank God that | baptized noneof you, but Crispus
and Gaius; Lest any should say that | had baptized in
mine own name. And | baptized also the household of
Stephanas: besides, | know not whether | baptized any
other. For Christ sent menot to baptize, but to preach the
gospd : not with wisdom of words, lest thecrossof Christ
should bemade of none effect."

Probably every discipleof theL ord Jesushasafavor-
ite preacher or example of aperson that he or shelooks
up to. And that is not a bad thing. However, we must
never call ourselvesadiscipleof that individual, for we
can only bedisciplesof our Lord Jesus. Doing so will
inevitably causedivisonswithinthebody of Christ. And
that will makeusacarna Christian.

Thereisalimit towhich God will tolerate carnality in
Hischildren. In1 Corinthianschapter 3 Paul wrote: "Ev-
ery man'swork shall be made manifest: for the day shall
declareit, becauseit shdl bereveded by fire; and thefire
shall try every man’swork of what sortitis. If any man’'s
work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall re-
ceiveareward. If any man'swork shall be burned, he
shall suffer loss: but hehimself shall be saved; yet soasby
fire" (verses 13-15). Inthis case, aperson still can be
saved. However, in Galatians 5:19-21 weread: "Now
theworksof theflesh aremanifet, which arethese; Adul-
tery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, ldolatry,
witcheraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, se-
ditions, heresies, Envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and suchlike: of thewhich 1 tell you before, as
| haveasotold youintimepast, that they which do such
thingsshall not inherit the kingdom of God." To bein-
volvedinthiscarnality apersonwill be condemned.

TheAnswer: Mortify theFlesh!

The word "mortify" means to put to death! Just as
Jesuswas nailed to the cross, and just astheold law of
Moseswas nailed to the cross, we must let our old sin
nature also benailed tothe cross. Colossians 3:1-5 reads:
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"If yethen berisen with Christ, seek thosethingswhich
areabove, where Chrigt sitteth ontheright hand of God.
Set your affection on thingsabove, not on thingsonthe
earth. For yearedead, and your lifeishidwith Christin
God. When Chrigt, whoisour life, shal appear, then shal
yeal so appear with himinglory. Mortify thereforeyour
memberswhich are upon the earth; fornication, unclean-
ness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and covet-
ousness, whichisidolatry:"

Verses8-10furthersthisthought: "But now yea so put
off al these; anger, wrath, maice, blagphemy, filthy com-
muni cation out of your mouth. Lie not oneto another,
seeing that ye have put off the old man with his deeds;
And have put onthenew man, whichisrenewed in knowl-
edge after theimage of him that created him:" Actually,
wemust befully submitted to the Lord'sauthority before
we can be under the authority of those appointed by the
Lordto beover us.

It has been said that of thetwo natureswithinachild
of God (old man and new man), the na-
turewhichisfedistheonethat will pre- jg
vail. That'swhy wearetoldin Colossians
3t0" Set your affection onthingsabove, |-
not onthingson theearth”. Doing sowill
nourish our new manand it will then pre-
vail. Starving theold man, withtheLord's
help, will putit to death. It will bemorti- =gt
fied.

Romans6, verses 1-2 and verses 16- §&
18informsus. )
"What shall we say then? Shall we ==
continuein sin, that grace may abound?”
Godforbid. How shall we, that are dead“
tosin, liveany longer therein?...Know yejg

not, that to whom ye yield yourselves e —

servantsto obey, his servantsye areto
whom yeobey; whether of snunto death,
or of obedience unto righteousness? But ==
God bethanked, that yeweretheservantsfi
of sin, but yehhave obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrinewhichwasdeivered
you. Being then madefreefromsin, yej,
becamethe servantsof righteousness.”
Someonemight say, "I'mhavingahard
timemortifying my old man. What can|
do?' You cannot completely mortify the
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old man by yourself. The Spirit of God must help
you. Somethingsyou cando, however, are: "But thou,
O man of God, flee these things; and follow after
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience,
meekness. Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on
eternal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast
professed agood profession before many witnesses.”
You can also pray and fast. But as was said, you
must have God's Spirit to help you. Romans 8:9-13
reads. "But yearenot intheflesh, but inthe Spirit, if
so bethat the Spirit of God dwell inyou. Now if any
man have not the Spirit of Christ, heisnoneof his.
Andif Christ beinyou, the body isdead because of
ain; but the Spirit islife because of righteousness. But
if the Spirit of him that rai sed up Jesusfrom the dead
dwell inyou, hethat raised up Christ from the dead
shall also quicken your mortal bodiesby his Spirit
that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are
debtors not to theflesh to I|veafter theflesh. For if

., yelivedfter theflesh,
-4 yeshdll die: butif ye
through the Spirit do
" mortify the deeds of
the body, ye shall
o live
Placing ourselves
under authority isone
of themost humbling
" of experiences that
we can be involved
' in,whetheritbetothe
3 Lord or to man. But
. every discipleof the
& Lord must do so,
} whether he is an
apostle or just a
church member. We
¥ saw where even the
! Apostle Peter had to
=== place himself under
7 the authority of the
2 Apostle Paul for
isciplinary
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The Children's Page

Sabbath School L essons

1. After Mosesbrought the children of Isragl through the
Red Sea, wheredid they travel ? Exodus 15:22.

2. Why could they not drink of the water at Marah?
Exodus15:23.

3. What did they do against Moses? Exodus 15:24.

4. Mosescould only seek theLord for help. What did the
Lord show Moses? Exodus 15:25.

5. What moredidtheLord tell them in Exodus 15:267?

6. What placedid they cometo next?What did they find
there? Exodus 15:27.

1. After thechildren of Isradl left Elim, wheredid they
go?Exodus 16:1.

2. Who murmured against M osesand Aaron, and what
did they say? Exodus 16:2-3.

3. What didtheL ord tell MosesHewould do for them?
Exodus 16:4-5.
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4. What did the Lord promise Moses He would give
themto eat? Exodus 16:8.

5. AsAaron was speaking to the congregation, what
appeared in acloud, and what was spoken unto M oses?
Exodus16:9-12.

6. What came upon the camp that evening? Exodus
16:13.

7. Whenthedew wasgone up, what lay on the ground?
Exodus 16:14-15.

8. How much werethey to gather? Exodus 16:16-18.

9. What werethey not to dowithit? Exodus 16:19.

1. Did some not obey Moses in the gathering of the
manna? What happened to that which wasleft until the
morning? Exodus 16:20-21.

2. How much werethey to gather on the sixth day and
why?Exodus 16:22-23.

3. Wasthereto be any mannato gather on the Sabbath?
Exodus 16:24-25.

4. Did some go out on the Sabbath to gather, and what
happened? Exodus 16:27.

5. What did Mosestell the peoplethey must do on the
Sabbath day? Exodus 16:29.
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Sabbath School L essons

6. What had the L ord commanded M osesto doin Exo-
dus 16:32? What did Moses then command Aaron to
do? Exodus 16:33-34.

7. How long did the children of Israel eat manna? Exo-
dus16:35.

1. Inwhat country had thechildren of Israel journeyed?
Didthey find water to drink there? Exodus 17:1.

2. Did the people again murmur against M osesfor want
of water? Exodus 17:2-3.

3. Mosescried unto the Lord, and what did the Lord
instruct Mosesto do? Exodus 17:5-6.

4. What did they namethisplaceand why? Exodus17:7.

5. Amdek cameandfought withlsragl in Rephidim. What
did Mosestell Joshuato do? Exodus 17:8-10.

6. Joshuafought with Amalek. What did Mosesdo on
top of thehill?Exodus17:11-12.

7. Did Joshuadiscomfit Amalek? Exodus 17:13-14.

8. Moses built an altar. What did he call it and why?
Exodus17:15-16.

THE ADVOCATE OF TRUTH

1. "A helmet of upon hishead.” Isaiah 59:17.

2. "Heputon asabreastplate." |saiah 59:17.
3. "Having your loinsgirt about with " Ephesians
6:14.

4." And your feet shod with the preparation of the

of peace." Ephesians6:15.

5. Your shield may be either (a) "The shield of :
wherewith yeshall be ableto quench all thefiery dartsof
thewicked" (Ephesians6:16, or (b) "His shall be
thy shieldand buckler” (Psalm 91:4).

6. "And the sword of the , Whichisthe of

ARMOR OF GOD
EPHESIANS 6:10
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2 A A
Often aboy or girl asksthe question, "How can | get
acquainted with God so that | may know Him?' A little
girl recently told me, "1 try to get to know Him so that |
can get my sinsforgiven, but | don't know how."
Thequestionis: How can aboy or girl get to know the
Lord and grow into an increasing knowledge of Him?
You do it the sameway that you would get acquainted
with another boy or girl. If you desireto makefriends
with someone, you spend much timein hisor her com-
pany. You learntheir waysandtheir likesand didlikes.

If something wrong happensat school and your school
friend should be blamed, you will quickly cometo his
rescue. And becauseyou understand the character of your
friend so well, you know that he could not do awrong
thing.

Wedo notinaday, or week, or eveninamonthgain such
aknowledge of our friends, but it takes constant com-
panionship with them to know what they would doin dif-
ferent circumstances. Thisiseasly understood in human
friendship, but if wewould know the divinefriendship of

Chrigt and theknowledge of Him, wemust
spend much timewith Him, too, the same
aswe do our earthly friends. We can do
thisby prayer and by spending muchtime
with God. Weshould pray at regular times
daily, and we can pray when resting or
waking.

Learning to be alone with God, evenin
crowds, and using every unoccupied mo-
ment thanking Him, will causeyouto be-
comemoreand moreacquainted with Him.
You cannot learnto beaonewith Godin
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oneday, but after awhileit becomesahabit likebeing
withafathful friend.

Begin the habit now. Thank Him for everything He does
foryou. Ask Himtoguideyouinal thingsthat youdoand
study HisWord to know what He hasto say to you.

If you spend much timeaonewith God, youwill become
well acquainted with Him. You will find Heisafaithful
friendwhowill never fail you.
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